
Our new Garden Clerk, Lisa Payne, has recently completed a comprehensive review of
the garden key system to improve security and ensure proper management. During her
review, Lisa found that over 500 key cards were active on the system, although there
are only 294 eligible households. Many of these cards were not registered to any
specific address, posing potential security concerns.
We’d like to extend a big thank you to those who took the time to see Lisa at the
Summer Party to confirm that their key was properly registered. Your cooperation has
been incredibly helpful. Following this review, Lisa has worked diligently to remove all
unregistered cards from the system to safeguard access.
Unfortunately, this update may have affected some of your cards, and if yours has
suddenly stopped working, it could be due to the registration issue. If this is the case,
please don’t hesitate to contact Lisa for a replacement card.
We apologise for any disruption this may cause, but ensuring all key cards are correctly
registered is essential for maintaining the safety and security of the garden and its
users. Thank you for your understanding and continued cooperation as we make the
garden a safer, more secure space for everyone.
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GARDEN KEY UPDATE

No Dogs - no matter how cute or well-
behaved, dogs are not allowed in the
garden.  
​Only children under 10 may use the
play equipment, and they must be
supervised by a responsible adult at all
times. 
No cycling, ball-games and the use of
any personal equipment (such as
paddling pools, games gear or radios)
which interferes with other resident's’
peaceful enjoyment of the garden, is not
permitted.
Picnics are fine, but no barbecues or
fireworks. 

Don’t lend anyone your entry card and
if it has been stolen or lost please report  
this to the garden clerk by phone or
email asap. This ensures the security of
other residents in the garden.
Please keep the gates closed this also
helps to ensure the safety of other
residents in the garden  
Advance Permission is needed for
larger groups or parties to use the
garden this ensures that other residents
have peaceful enjoyment of the garden. 
Any damage to the plants or fabric of
the garden will be prosecuted
Please take your rubbish home with
you or use the council waste bin on
George Street 

GARDEN RULES



GARDEN UPDATE 
While spring lingered with cooler, wetter weather, it took a while for the Garden to finally make it
into the full bloom of  summer.  Thanks to new planting overseen by our consultant, Stephen
Crisp,  there was a much  greater variety of seasonal colour than in previous years.  In the North
Garden new planting around  the rose garden in particular provided more interest through
different textures and heights.  The newly planted beds at the end of the play area have also filled
in beautifully, creating more color and interest for everyone to enjoy as well as softening the hard
edges of the benches and paving.  
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The woodland garden in the North end  is also
coming along nicely, and we’re hopeful that by
next spring, we’ll see even greater growth
among the shade-loving plants, ferns, and
mosses. This tranquil corner promises to be a
retreat for both people and wildlife, enhancing
our goal of creating spaces for reflection and
connection with nature.
This year, we’ve held off trimming the shrubs
allowing them to grow and encouraging a more
natural look. Next year they will be pruned by
hand to create a softer, more organic
appearance. We’re also focusing on
strengthening the Nordic lawn under the play
area to address mud issues, and we’re
optimistic that new maintenance equipment
will make a positive difference.

Looking forward, the Committee has received generous offers to donate benches for the garden.
We are currently working on selecting the best position for these benches, and will be ordering
and installing them in the new year. The new benches should give more opportunities for
residents to make the most of our garden’s natural beauty.
We’re awaiting quotes to repair the wall and paving near the substation, with work likely to begin
in the new year. In addition, we’re working to improve our mulching practices, provide more
regular feeding and watering to certain areas, and reduce mowing to enhance grass resilience.
These changes, along with the new benches, should make our garden an even more inviting space
for all to enjoy.
Finally we kindly ask everyone to remember that football isn’t permitted in the garden. Our
gardeners and committee dedicate countless hours to planning and caring for this shared space,
and just one powerful kick can easily undo all that hard work by damaging plants and flowers. Let’s
work together to keep the garden beautiful and thriving for everyone to enjoy. Thank you for your
understanding and cooperation

 instagram @montagu.square

http://www.montagusquare.org/
http://www.instagram.com/montagu.square


 instagram @montagu.square
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This summer brought a delightful mix of events to the Garden,
drawing in residents and visitors alike, and showcasing the beauty  
and spirit of our Square.
In early June the Garden was open as part of London Open Garden
Weekend. In spite of some less-than-ideal weather, our Open
Garden event was a fantastic success.  We welcomed around 300
visitors to the Garden.  Many of the repeat visitors from previous
years   commented on how well the Garden was looking.

SUMMER EVENTS IN THE GARDEN 

At the end of June we hosted Shakespeare in the Square’s production
of Shakespeare’s “All’s Well That Ends Well”  This year’s  performance
was an unforgettable evening of theatre, playing to a sold-out
audience of around 200 people. Residents and guests enjoyed
picnicking on  the lawn prior to the play and a bar kept everyone
refreshed. The evening was truly magical, with perfect weather and a
wonderfully engaged audience. True to plan, the performance
wrapped up promptly at 10 p.m.  Feedback has been positive from all
sides and we are keen to host another evening in summer 2025.   

The final event of the summer was the Summer Party.  This saw a
smaller crowd this year though those who attended enjoyed a
relaxed opportunity to connect with new neighbours and catch up
with friends. Our community Bake-Off was a highlight, with Julia
Strauss crowned the winner for her show-stopping creation, which
our judge is reportedly still dreaming about!
Looking ahead, we’re planning some changes to make next year’s
party even better, with more entertainment, food options, and
advance ticketing to encourage a great turnout. We’re tentatively
aiming for a date in June and will share more details as plans
develop. We also welcome any ideas on how to make it a fantastic
day for all.
Thank you to everyone who participated in our summer events—
whether baking, attending, or simply cheering on your neighbors.
We look forward to even more memorable gatherings next year!

Noella Hacquard organised the day, including making homemade cakes and providing tea and
coffee  for visitors. Unsurprisingly these were also a hit, adding a sweet touch to the experience.
She was helped by Catherine Marsh-Bourdon and Sue Smith.  A huge thank you to all of them for
giving others the opportunity to experience the Garden and for making this event a memorable
part of the London Open House weekend.

http://www.instagram.com/montagu.square
http://www.montagusquare.org/


UPCOMING EVENTS

 instagram @montagu.square
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We’d love for everyone to join in making our neighborhood shine even brighter this
December! Please consider adding some Christmas sparkle to your own spaces—
balconies, railings, and windows—to help transform the Square into a miniature  
festival of lights. The more lights, the merrier!
We look forward to celebrating with you and lighting up our neighborhood together!

Mark your calendars and join us for our
annual Christmas Lights Switch-On in the
garden on December 1st! This festive
gathering is a wonderful way to kick off the
festive season, meet neighbours, and enjoy
some holiday warmth and cheer together.
Mulled wine will be served from 4:30 p.m.,
and the lights will officially switch on at 5
p.m., giving the garden  a festive glow. There
will be plenty of holiday spirit to go around,
so come ready to toast the season with
friends old and new. For an eco-friendly
touch, please bring a mug for your mulled
wine as we work together to reduce waste.

To help us keep you informed about life at Montagu Square, please make sure your
contact details are current with the Garden Clerk. Having up-to-date information,
especially an email address, means you’ll receive essential communications, including
the Garden Rate Notice, the community newsletter, social event invitations, and
important updates about garden access and keys. An accurate email on file also allows
us to reach you quickly if needed.
If you’re a part-time resident or prefer to receive mail at an address other than Montagu
Square, please let us know. To confirm or update your information, simply email Lisa at
gardenclerk@montagusquare.org. Note that Lisa handles these updates on Fridays, so
there may be a brief delay in response.
Thank you for helping us keep communication clear and timely! 

 STAY INFORMED: KEEP YOUR CONTACT
INFORMATION UPDATED WITH THE GARDEN CLERK 

PUBLIC NUISANCE IN THE SQUARE
If you see anyone urinating or defecating in the Square please report it to Westminster  council via
their website https://report.westminster.gov.uk . 

http://www.instagram.com/montagu.square
http://www.montagusquare.org/
https://report.westminster.gov.uk/
https://report.westminster.gov.uk/

